
Ker & Downey - Flower Power: Springtime in Europe 
A Bespoke Journey to The Netherlands and Belgium 
 
Journey at a glance  
 
Day 1 Arrive Amsterdam  
Accommodation: Conservatorium Hotel  
 
Day 2 Amsterdam  
Accommodation: Conservatorium Hotel  
Meals: B  
 
Day 3 Ghent  
Accommodation: 1898 The Post  
Meals: B  
 
Day 4 Ghent  
Accommodation: 1898 The Post  
Meals: B,D  
 
Day 5 Bruge  
Accommodation: The Pand  
Meals: B  
 
Day 6 Brussels  
Accommodation: Hotel Amigo  
Meals: B  
 
Day 7 Brussels  
Accommodation: Hotel Amigo  
Meals: B  
 
Day 8 Departure  
Meals: B 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Day 1 
Arrive Amsterdam 
Conservatorium Hotel 
 
From the moment the first tulip was planted in Dutch soil, in 1593, the Dutch have been in thrall to 
flowers, developing a whole horticultural industry and turning their lowland fields into a blanket of 
blooms! In Belgium, flowers is a big thing too, especially next year in April with Ghent Floralies, an 
illustrious flower and plant show held every 4 years welcoming the top florists from all over the world, 
the Royal Greenhouses of Laeken open to public and Hallerbos with the carpet of wild bluebell hyacinths 
in the forest. 
 
To celebrate this special time of year, Ker & Downey has curated a true “flower power” experience 
through The Netherlands and Belgium. Upon arrival at Amsterdam Schiphol International Airport, you 
will be awaited by your driver and transferred to the Conservatorium Hotel, a lifestyle hotel located by 
the Museum district of Amsterdam. 
 
You will have a little time to relax and refresh before setting out with your private guide for a short 
introductory walk around the city. You will pass some of Amsterdam’s monumental highlights such as 
the Dam Square with the Royal Palace, the Old Chuch, the Begijnhof, the Vondelpark, etc. The rest of the 
evening is spent at leisure. 
 
Day 2 
Amsterdam 
Conservatorium Hotel 
Breakfast 
 
This morning, you will depart early with your guide to the Aalmeer Flower Auction, the largest trading 
center for plants and flowers in the world. We advise starting the visit as early as possible because in the 
early hours everything is in full activity. 
 
Afterwards, enjoy a private picnic cruise along the waterways of Amsterdam, traveling through 
Prinsengracht, Herengracht, Keizersgracht and Singel. The rest of the afternoon is at leisure for you to 
explore some of Amsterdam’s most iconic sites, such as the Van Gogh Museum, Rijksmuseum, Anne 
Frank House, or the Jordaan neighbourhood. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 3 
Ghent 
1898 The Post 
Breakfast 
 
This morning after breakfast, your private driver and guide will transfer you to Keukenhof, an amazing 
spring park of about seven million flower bulbs which have transformed 70 acres into the world’s largest 
flower garden. The garden has 9 miles of walking paths that wind around woods, ponds and greenhouse 
pavilions holding indoor displays. Experience the perfection of these flowers with a bicycle ride through 
the flower bulb area, a magical garden of daffodils, hyacinths and tulips, alive with the most beautiful 
colors. Here the Dutch countryside is transformed into a kaleidoscope of vibrant color. (Note Keukenhof 
is open from 22nd of March to 13 May 2018. 
 
Afterwards, you will be transferred to Ghent, where you will check in to your accommodations at 1898 
The Post, an intimate hotel in a stunning historic landmark in the heart of Ghent. In the afternoon, your 
private guide will take you on a walk through the city to introduce you to some of the city’s highlights 
such as the St. Bavo’s Cathedral with the unique altarpiece ‘the Adoration of the Mystic Lamb’, St Peter 
Cathedral, the Cityhall, the Patershol, the Castle of the Counts, and the Beguinage. 
 
Day 4 
Ghent 
1898 The Post 
Breakfast and Dinner 
 
The next two days are dedicated to celebrating the Ghent Floralies, an illustrious flower and plant show 
held every 5 years by the Royal Society for Agriculture and Botany in Ghent. A dynamic and interactive 
extravaganza, the event features fascinating inspirational gardens, breathtaking floral creations, flower 
workshops, and the latest floral trends. Discover the most beautiful creations at 4 locations in Ghent: 
the Bijloke site, the Leopold Barracks, Saint Peter’s Square and Citadel Park. 
 
After a morning at leisure, depart by boat to the first installation venue at Bijloke, followed by a visit to 
the second venue at Barracks of Leopold. This evening you will enjoy an exclusive reception at Francis 
Maere Fine Arts Gallery and dinner at Hotel Falligan as a part of your VIP arrangements. 
 
Day 5 
Bruges 
The Pand 
Breakfast 
 
Continue your VIP discovery of Ghent Floralie with a morning departure by boat to Saint Peter Square, 
the third installation venue, followed by the fourth and final venue at Floralies Hall & Museum of Fine 
Arts. 
 
Late this afternoon, your private car will transfer you one hour to Bruges for your check in at The Pand 
Hotel. An 18th century carriage house, the property has been converted to a 26-bedroom boutique 
hotel. The Pand Hotel is situated in the heart of Bruges, in quiet street just steps away from the historic 
Market Place, Burg Squa re, th e canal, museums and boutiques. 
 



Day 6 
Brussels 
Hotel Amigo 
Breakfast 
 
After breakfast your guide will meet you in the lobby for a half day walking tour of the beautiful 
medieval city of Bruges. The main highlights of your tour are the church of Our Lady and the Statue by 
Michelangelo; the Market Square with the ancient Belfry and the Town Hall Square with the Chapel of 
the Holy Blood. Visit the lake of Love (Minnewater) and the peaceful Beguinage cloister. 
 
The afternoon is spent at leisure. Perhaps enjoy a boat tour or a visit to the Groeninhemuseum – a 6 
century survey of Flemish and Belgian painting from van Eyck to Broodthaers. Late this afternoon, you 
will be transferred by private car to Brussels, a journey of about 1.5 hours. Upon arrival, check in at 
Hotel Amigo. 
 
Hotel Amigo is an elegant hotel set among the cobbled streets of Brussels, just around the corner from 
the beautiful Grand Place. Close to Brussels' financial district and within easy walking distance of the 
antiques district of Le Sablon, Hotel Amigo provides a stylish and central base from which to explore the 
city’s smart cafes and boutiques. The illustrious hotel is decorated with Belgian accents, reflecting the 
city’s history and heritage, and many of the rooms and suites have been recently refurbished by interior 
designer, Olga Polizzi. 
 
Day 7 
Brussels 
Hotel Amigo 
Breakfast 
 
Today you will journey to Hallerbos, a 30-minute drive outside of Brussels, for a walk in the forest with a 
naturalist guide. Here you will be treated to a carpet of wild bluebell hyacinths. Afterward, journey 
onward to Laeken, about an hour away, for a visit to the Royal Green House. Every spring, the Royal 
Greenhouses of Laeken are open to the public for just three weeks. It is an excellent chance to see the 
wonderful architecture of Alphonse Balat, the mentor of Victor Horta, and the many plants in the 
greenhouses. You will also have the opportunity to also visit the Royal Stables in Laeken Castle, the 
church "Notre Dame de Laeken en fleurs", and the Royal crypt. 
 
Day 8 
Departure 
Breakfast 
 
Today you will be transferred to the Brussels Airport for your continued journey onward. If time allows, 
we will gladly arrange for private touring within the city center. Options include a private Art Nouveau 
city tour visiting the Horta Museum, Center for Comic Strip Art, Villa Empain, and Museum of Musical 
Instruments; a private guided visit of the Magritte Museum; a private chocolate workshop with an 
artisan chocolatier; or a guided walk through Rue Dansaert, an essential quarter for fashion, design, art, 
great stores, cafés & restaurants 


